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refund, to the top 10 percent of the
American taxpayers. In fact, this tax
cut returns 43 percent, nearly half of
its benefits, to the top 1 percent of the
earners.

Why are my Republican colleagues
now abandoning the promise that they
made to the low- and middle-class folks
of America?

————

EDDIE TIMANUS DEMONSTRATES
HOW ENDURANCE AND TENACITY
CAN ALLOW US TO REALIZE OUR
GOALS

(Mr. RYUN of Kansas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RYUN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
today I rise to share a story about a
friend of mine who has overcome great
adversity. His name is Eddie Timanus.

Eddie has been completely blind
since he was a toddler, but he has cho-
sen not to let this disability stop him
from realizing his goals.

Eddie has dreamed of being a contest-
ant on the TV game show Jeopardy.
After years of trying to make the cut,
he was selected in 1998. The producers
of Jeopardy agreed to make accom-
modations for him, namely, giving
Eddie a list of the categories in Braille.

Eddie went on to win five, count
that, five episodes of Jeopardy, and
nearly $70,000. I know how much tenac-
ity it has taken to accomplish these
kinds of dreams in spite of the hard-
ships. Eddie deserves our admiration,
not just because he is a Jeopardy grand
champion, but because he is a testa-
ment to the principle that enduring
trials produces endurance, which helps
people bring the best out of them-
selves.

I want to thank Eddie for showing us
what people who are visually impaired
can do, and actually each one of us can
do, when given the opportunity.

———

TIME TO STOP THE GRAVY TRAIN
TO COMMUNISTS

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, news
reports say China and Russia will sign
a treaty opposing U.S. policy. China
and Russia say, and I quote: ‘‘America
is too powerful and we must stymie
their missile shield.”

Now, if that is not enough to spike
our vodka, we give Russia billions of
dollars a year in aid. China now takes
at least $10 billion a month out of the
American trade surplus. Some experts
say it is as high as $20 billion a month.

Mr. Speaker, we have a trade deficit
of $40 billion a month. Think about it.
It is time to stop this gravy train to
these Communist pimps, so help me;
half a trillion dollars a year, and they
have missiles pointed at us.

I yield back the fact that America,
with a half a trillion dollars in trade
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deficit, is an America looking at a fi-
nancial disaster.

CONGRATULATING
HOMES HEALTH
UNITED FOUNDATION
AND SOUTH SHORE
FOR HELPING
SONDERLING CREATE
SON PLAZA CENTER

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
Frosene Sonderling’s wish came to fru-
ition in my hometown of Miami when
Hebrew Homes Health Network and
United Foundation for AIDS opened
the Jackson Plaza Nursing and Reha-
bilitation Center.

The center is dedicated to persons
battling diabetes, Alzheimer’s, cancer,
and Frosene’s main cause, the elimi-
nation of HIV-AIDS.

In association with South Shore Hos-
pital, the beneficiaries of the Jackson
Plaza Center will now have access to
direct patient care, to housing, to com-
munity service, and to education. The
center is becoming a home to many in
our community in helping to preserve
the quality of so many lives.

Mr. Speaker, today I congratulate
Hebrew Homes Health Network, United
Foundation for AIDS, and the South
Shore Hospital for championing this
cause in our South Florida community,
and for making Frosene Sonderling’s
dream a reality.

Frosene was a former constituent of
mine who worked tirelessly to raise
funds for AIDS research. She was a
noted contributor to organizations
that help people infected with HIV, and
she harbored her selfless passion to
help this infirm population. Her dona-
tions benefited medical research for
AIDS treatment; and before her death,
Frosene shared a dream of a state-of-
the-art facility. We are now very proud
that it is in our midst.

———
THE BUSH TAX CUT IS TOO BIG

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, it is becoming very clear
that whether one is old or young, the
Bush tax cut is too big and will not
allow us to meet the priorities of this
Nation.

For those parents who want a decent
education, a first-class education for
their children, who want quality teach-
ers in every classroom, who want mod-
ern schools, who want to make sure
that in fact we can reduce class sizes
because we now know that children
learn better in smaller classes, the
Bush tax cut is crowding that out.

For the elderly, the Washington Post
points out today that the Bush tax cut
is a raid on the Medicare trust fund,
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that Medicare is being raided for the
purposes of paying for the tax cut. So
both the young, who we seek to provide
educational reforms for and a quality
program, and the elderly, who we seek
prescription drug benefits for, who seek
to have their health care coverage
taken care of, those funds are now
being raided to pay for the Bush tax
cut.

We should not allow it. We should un-
derstand the priorities of this Nation;
and the priorities of this Nation are
that people want Social Security and
Medicare protected, and they want a
first-class education system for Amer-
ica’s children.

We cannot have that if we have the
Bush tax cut.

————————

AMERICA MUST BE ON GUARD
AGAINST RUSSIA AND ROGUE
NATIONS

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, the
President of Russia recently concluded
an agreement with the Ayatollah of
Iran. Russia has been helping Iran in
the development of a nuclear power
plant, and that cooperation will con-
tinue.

It is curious why a nation such as
Iran, a major petroleum producer,
would need nuclear power. I fear that
the answer is found elsewhere. This
agreement with Russia is also a major
arms pact. Iran is seeking advanced
military equipment from the Russian
government.

Global stability depends on isolating
rogue nations, such as Iran, North
Korea, Libya, and Syria. The Russians
are providing arms and technical as-
sistance to a terrorist state which in-
tends to expand its reach throughout
that vital region.

The recent espionage case involving a
top FBI official underscores the fact
that Russia’s intentions towards the
United States are not benign. We still
live in a dangerous world and the Rus-
sian government is making that world
less secure. We must be on our guard.

————

BROKEN PROMISES BY PRESIDENT
BUSH

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, that
wrenching sound we heard from Penn-
sylvania Avenue yesterday was Presi-
dent George Bush breaking a promise
to the American people. Last Sep-
tember President Bush promised the
American people he would work to re-
duce carbon dioxide pollution from
generating plants. Yesterday he broke
that pledge.

Despite the fact that since last Sep-
tember the evidence has accumulated
rapidly, the global climate change is
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